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Dear Friends, 

It’s hard to believe that July marks one year of ministry for me here at Trinity. I don’t 

know how that could be possible! A year can pass in the blink of an eye when you are 

having fun ☺.  Thank you for being a great community for me and Erik to settle into 

and for being partners in this crazy thing we call church.  

My Facebook feed the last few days has been filled with photos of Wartburg Theologi-

cal Seminary’s recent graduation festivities.  This is the school where I received my 

Master of Divinity degree and was trained to be an ELCA pastor.  It was great fun to 

see students who I studied with now finishing their own degrees and being sent out to 

serve the church and to serve God’s people all around the world.  Two of those recent 

graduates will even be joining us here in the Southwest Minnesota Synod! 

Seeing the ordination and consecration announcements, along with the announcements 

of where people are being called to serve, reminded me of a statistic our Bishop Jon 

Anderson once shared with me.  He said that Southwest Minnesota is a consuming   

synod.  When we call pastors to serve congregations in SW Minnesota, we rely on   

pastors who were raised up from other parts of the country and world.  We do not send 

enough people from SW Minnesota to seminary to be trained as pastors.  It takes     

leaders from other places who are willing to be called here to fill our pastoral needs. 

This was true for me as well.  The Northwest Minnesota synod mentored me, sent me to 

seminary, and financially supported me while I studied for four years.  

I don’t tell you this to make you feel guilty.  We who come from distant lands (wink) 

are thrilled to serve here in SW Minnesota.  It’s important to realize, however, that each 

of us are called to help raise up leaders for the church.  I can tell you that I would not be 

an ordained pastor without many people encouraging me, pointing out gifts I could not 

see in myself, and patiently walking with me when I wrestled with how God was calling 

me to serve.  

This summer I would like to challenge you to take a look around this community.  Who 

do you see?  Who do you think God is calling to be a leader in the church?  Who might 

need a word of encouragement?  Who could use a listening ear as they try to figure out 

where God is calling them?  Who might have gifts for ministry that they have not yet 

realized on their own?  

Each of us serves God and God’s people in unique and important ways.  Thank you for 

utilizing your God given gifts for the sake of this world that God so loves.  And let’s 

work together in building up those people among us who are called to be future leaders 

of this crazy thing we call church. 

Summer blessings! 

Pastor Megan 

mailto:trinityluth@embarqmail.com
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31st Southwest Minnesota Synod Convention 
for the Women of the ELCA will be  

June 29 and 30, 2018 at  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St Cloud. 

Pastor Yolanda will be leading the opening worship and Bible study. 

We will need one delegate. 

Registrations for everyone is due by June 8. 

Theme is "Outlaw Christian". 
Check the bulletin board or contact Gwen for more information. 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
 

Next WELCA meeting  
Wednesday, July 18 at 6:00 pm will be Trinity 

WELCA fun night.  We will have a pot luck picnic 
at SouthGrove Square!  Bring a guest! 

NO June or August WELCA meeting.  

Thank you to 
everyone who  
provided items 
for the        
personal care 
kits.  We were 
able to make 76 kits that were  
taken to the Crow River  
Conference! 

Trinity WELCA will be      

collecting men's and women's 

NEW WHITE socks and lip 

balm as our in-kind offering 

to the June Southwest 

Minnesota Synodical  

Convention.  Donations will be brought 

to the convention and will be given to the 

St Cloud VA Hospital.  All items should 

be to the church by Sunday June 24. 

Green Lake Bible Camp is celebrating their 34th  

Annual Quilt Auction on Saturday, July 28th.      

Auctions begins at 11:30 am.  Quilt Review - $3.00 on 

Friday, July 27th from 5:00 - 8:00 pm and Saturday,    

July 28th from 9:00—10:30 am.  Friday supper and  

Saturday lunch available on site.   
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 The Spirit of God may Emerge  
from a book to take wings in  

the life of the reader 

Trinity Library  

VBS is June 10-14 in the evenings.   
5:15—6:00 pm Supper and  

6:00 - 8:00 pm VBS Program.   

We are excited to have the  
Green Lake Ministries leading us!   
I have had a few people express  
interest in volunteering for VBS  
and I now have a better idea of 

what I need.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  
Please sign up for the area and  

the days you are available.    
We are really looking forward to 
VBS and couldn’t do it without  

help from our congregation!   

Let me know if you have  
any questions.  

Jenna Tanner, 320-333-9675.   

New Sunday Service Music in June! 

A request was made by several members of the congregation to consider a new set 
of service music for the summer, something more contemporary and uplifting.  After 
consultation with the choir the Worship Committee has selected Service #8 from our 
hymnal to be learned and used this summer. 

The new service will be learned in sections, reviewing those melodies learned     
several years ago while learning the new melodies of the service.  While learning the new music, we will  
continue to sing the current service # 3 until the new service has been sufficiently learned.  This process will 
probably take all summer as we learn and enjoy our new music. 

Members of the choir will lead in the teaching/reviewing process.  This will take place before each Sunday 
service beginning June 10.  We will probably continue through September as we learn the beautiful verses of 
the “Glory to God.”   

So, plan on coming a little early for Sunday worship and join the fun of learning the new contemporary and 
uplifting service music for the summer! 

 

Summer Breeze  
Joan Stephen 

 

A summer breeze is lovely  
As it gently moves the leaves. 
Touching earth with softness, 

Sweeping grass with ease. 

A summer breeze is welcome  
When the night is bright with stars -  

Dancing with the moonbeams  
To music from afar. 

A summer breeze is cooling 
As it moves in form the sea 
Playing in the sand dunes, 
Embracing waves for free. 

A summer breeze is poetry. 
Speaking unknown words 

Whispering to daisies, 
Praising hummingbirds. 

A summer breeze is everywhere; 
It crosses field and knoll 

The whole world loves the moment  
As it wakens every soul. 

In June we have Father’s Day.  A day to spend with  
our Dads and remember those we have lost. 

Have a wonderful Summer. 
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We Have Graduation Cards!! 
By the box or single cards! 

 

The Office is Well Stocked, with a Good Variety! 
Prices vary by package! 

Whenever you’re in need of cards or napkins for almost 
any occasion, stop in the church office and look over  
our selection. They’re the best card bargain in town!  

No Gatherings for the Summer ! 

See you in the Fall! 

Check out Trinity’s website 

http://www.trinitygrovecity.org 

 

  

 

Also, if you’re on Facebook, check out 

Trinity Lutheran Church—Grove City, 

MN. and Christmas at Trinity, and Trinity Youth of 

Grove City (JR) and give those pages a “like”!  

Feel free to post pictures of Trinity events there, if you’d 

like! 

Trinity’s Sunday services are     

recorded and show on local access 

channel 8 on Tuesday evenings at 

6:00pm. If you don’t get that   

channel and want to see a particular 

Sunday, we have the copies at the church office. 

You can check on out, watch it and return it, or a 

copy can be made for you if you’d like to have 

one to keep.  

 

Regular Offerings:  5/6:  $ 2,845.30;   5/13:  $ 12,814.30;    5/20:  $ 2,366.30;          

Building Fund:   5/6:  $ 160.00;   5/13:  $ 110.00;    4/29:  $ 9.00;           

Food Shelf :   3/21&25:  $ 641.50  (220 wrote out to Food shelf) 

Pre-paid Offering:  $ 30,200.00 

Faith Comes by hearing:   $ 50.00;  $25.00;   $25.00   

2018 year to date:  Total Offering:   $ 92,992.90 

Year to date:  Building fund:   $ 1,714.00  

Year to date:  Food Shelf:   $ 641.50  (220 wrote out to Food shelf) 

2018 Year to date:  Budget:   $  79,365.40     as of May 20 (week 20) 

 

Please consider       

volunteering to help 

serve cookie &     

coffee on Sunday 

mornings or to bring 

cookies for the freezer. Please do not use 

peanuts or other nuts in your baked 

goods.  You may check the Mission Corner 

for the sign-up list, or you may call the 

church office. Thank you!  

Looking for people to help 
with Newsletter Assembly 
once a month at 9:30 am in 
the Kitchen and  
Fellowship Hall!  

Newsletter Assembly for August 2018 will 
be Wednesday, July 25, 2018!      

Offerings  

needed  

per week:  

$ 3,968.27 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
PO Box 438 
Grove City, MN. 56243 
 
Address Service Requested  
   
    
 
                              
                                        

To the Household of: 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Sunday, June 3  
Windmill Days -  
Community Worship   
10:00 am Worship  

at Trinity Lutheran Church.  

Sunday, June 10  
Returns to Sumer  
Worship times  
9:30 am Worship  

10:30 am Coffee 
& Fellowship   

 

Sunday, June 24 is 
Dust Buster  

Sunday. 

A light lunch will be 
served after services, 
then we’ll do some 

cleaning around  
our church. 

Join in many hands 
make light work. 
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If you’re not on the list and should 

be, or if you’re on the list and  

shouldn’t be, or if the date is wrong, 

let the office know so we can update 

our records. 

Celebrate these  

Milestones and  

Remembrances  

at Trinity…  

6/7 Jenna & Matt Tanner 

6/8 Buddy & Ione Christensen 

6/11 Ryan & Ashley Buer 

6/12 Mike & Deb Peterson 

 Shawnna & Jay Rude 

6/14 Brian & Jerolyn Weseman 

6/21 Richard & Barb Larson 

6/26 Willis & Gwen Chase 

6/27 Bob & Yvonne Thomsen 

6/1 Larry Boreen 

6/2 Sydney Garfin 

 Quinton Roelofs 

6/3 Jim Curry 

6/4 Allan Knutson 

6/5     Bentlie Sparks 

6/8 Cookie Grimsgard 

6/9 Ione Christensen 

 Kevin Drange 

 Yvonne Thomsen 

6/11 Henry Evenson 

 Kerri Hendrickson 

 Mike Hendrickson 

6/12 Buddy Christensen 

 Pamela Riebe 

6/13 Brady Larson 

  

6/17 Tania Drange 

6/18 Hope Evenson 

 Louise Hanson 

 Sharon Larsen 

 Jason Reich 

6/22 Jensen Ziehl 

6/24 Scott Peterson 

6/25 Jay Martin 

          Cooper Wendorff 

6/26 Jason Boreen 

6/27 Branson Danielson 

6/29 Scott Neuhaus 

Emma Martin 

6/30 Spencer Bergstrom 

 Ellie Grimsgard 

 Kathy Larson 

 Austin Ludwig 

7/1 Stacy Heining 

7/2      Mindy Nelson 

7/3 Tony Reich 

7/5     Carson Wendorff 

7/6 Brian Weseman 

7/7 Jessica Gilbert 

 Bruce Laabs 

7/8 Isaac Grotto 

 Kristine Marshall 

 Jackson Wendorff 

7/10 David Sackett 

 Tracy Denfeld 

7/12 Iver Buer 

 Brady Cannon  

7/14   Dean Rueckert 

7/16 Melissa Drange 

7/17 Gerald Rueckert 

7/20 Daren Johnson 

 Chasity Skerik 

7/21 Kelsy Johnson 

7/24 Tanner Berghuis 

7/26 Daylin Behrends 

 Lucille Pautzke 

7/27 Micah Werner 

7/28 Pam Bagley 

 Ethan Flemming 

7/30 Burton Larson 

 Nick Pautzke  

7/1 Joe & Tina Werner 

7/10 Doug & Chellie Nelson 

7/13 Gordon & Jane Czycalla 

 Katy & Peter Hemberger 

7/14 Stacy & Trudy Heining 

7/22 Dayton & Karen Peterson 

Congratulations to Adelaide Geneva Gilbert 

on her baptism Sunday, May 27, 2018!       

Adelaide is the daughter of Jessica Gilbert.  

Sponsors are Samantha Gilbert, Sean Gilbert, Rachel  Sigler, 

and Gabriel Mische.  Celebrating with them:  Grandparents:  

Joel & Sharon Gilbert and other family & friends. 
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Join your friends for Meals on Wheels!  The suggested 
price is $4.50 a meal.  The meals come in disposable     
containers of  individual portions.  The cold items are put 
in the refrigerator in a paper bag and the hot items in the 
oven.  Everyone has to bring their own silverware and cup.  
There is no one to serve you.  You need to put your name in 
the book in the dining room the day  before, so someone 
can call it in.  You can eat there in the dining room, but 
need to clean up after yourselves.  There are still volunteer 
drivers to deliver the meals to the 
homebound.  You can call the Grove 
City Area C.A.R.E. office at 857-
2274.   

The CARE program would like to 
thank Trinity Church for the        
donation of the coffee fund money 
that will go toward the Auction Sale 
Fundraiser.  We also appreciate that 
you let us use the fellowship hall for the day.  We 
had a very successful fundraiser and we thank all of 
you for your support of the CARE Program 
 
Sincerely, The Grove City Area CARE 
Staff & Board 

The worship committee    
welcomes garden flowers 
to beautify our altar on    
Sunday mornings throughout 
the summer.  They may  
be placed  
anywhere    
except on  
the piano." 

 

Please join us in celebrating 

the graduation of Victoria 

Bagley on Friday, June 1, 

2018 from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at 

The Strong Garage, 105 4th St. 

N. Atwater, MN.  
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – April 12, 2018 

 

Present:  Pastor Megan Preston, Greg Jans,  Dennis Brown,  Randa Larsen, Richard Larson, Sonia Lied-

man, Mardelle Crist, Jeff Niedenthal, Brian Weseman, and Sharon Smith.  Jake Boonstra attended the 

meeting to fulfill part of his confirmation commitment 

 

Greg called the meeting to order at 7:05.  Brian Weseman gave devotions.  Dennis, Jeff, Sonia, Mardelle, 

and Greg shared their experiences with the 1 to 1 Challenge. 

 

Prior to approving the agenda, Randa suggested adding discussion about a ‘cleaning Sunday’.  This was 

added to New Business.  Jeff moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Brian.  Motion carried. 

 

Reports:  

• The minutes of the March 8 meeting had emailed to council members.    Randa moved to approve 

them, seconded by Jeff.  Motion carried. 

• Sonia summed up the Treasurer’s report, which had also been emailed to the board, by saying that 

we had not had any extraordinary expenses.  She reviewed the online giving opportunities, and an-

swered questions.  Mardelle moved to approve the report, seconded by Randa.  Motion approved.   

• Pastor Megan’s report included Sunday and Lent worship services, a Maunday Thursday worship 

with First Communion for two, a Good Friday worship at Ecumen, and all Easter services.   She at-

tended a text study three times, plus both a First Call Theological Education meeting and retreat.  She 

held confirmation twice, held a baptism preparation meeting, went to a first communion retreat, a 

senior high youth gathering in Alexandria, a Crow River Conference meeting, a Litchfield Area Minis-

ters meeting, a worship committee meeting, a Sunday School meeting,  and helped with the Houston 

“Buy a Mile” fundraiser as well as the meal at church for the student council national convention.  

She made 3 home visits with communion.   She noted that she would be away 4-23 – 4-30, but that 

Pastor Mindy Czycalla would be on call.  We will have a lay service on April 29. 

 

Committee Reports: 

•  Christian  Education and Youth – Gabby Swisher, Jenna Tanner, Ashley Buer, and the pastor met 

April 11 to “dream a little”, review history, and share good ideas.  Replacing James will be a chal-

lenge.  We need someone who can help with preschool through high school youth, plus provide some 

administrative help.   

• Church Properties – Chappell Central came and took care of a plugged vent.  Arrow Glass will replace 

the broken window in the fellowship hall for $229.83.  A fence needs to be built around the A/C units 

before lawn mowing starts.   

• Organizations and Activities – Mardelle said Lenten suppers are completed. 

• Finance and Stewardship – Sonia suggested that April 22 coffee money should go to the CARE pro-

gram in conjunction with the day’s fundraiser.  Jeff moved that we have a special offering for a mini-

mum of 2 Sundays to match with Thrivent funds for the CARE program, seconded by Richard.  The 

special offering was approved for 4-15, 4-22, and 4-29.  Dennis will create special envelopes for this. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING:    April 12, 2018                     Page 2 of 2 

continued…  

• Missions and Outreach – Dennis related that the Student Council dinner on 4-7 was attended by 150 

people.  Bonnie Konietzko organized a very smoothly run lasagna dinner.  The cost of the meal will 

be divided between Trinity and the Baptist church.  Two people have applied for scholarship funds, 

with the possibility of a third.  Dennis will do the backpack program in May. 

• Personnel – Jeff and Pastor Megan will meeting April 13 for a review. 

• Worship, Music and Arts – Randa noted that attendance was up for Lenten worship.  We will observe 

Pentacost and honor graduates on May 20.  Sunday worship time will change to 9:30 at the end of 

May.    
 

Old Business – 

• New carpet and paint in offices – many people helped to make the project a success.  However, there 

is a problem with carpet odor. 

• Clean out basement rooms – a special day will be organized by Brian for cleaning cluttered areas.  

• Community meal for ACGC – covered under 2.e. 

• Tables of 8 – Mardelle said people can sign up for June, July, and August. 

• Grove City Windmill Days – Trinity will host a Crafts Fair on June 2, and Sunday worship at 10:30. 

• Electronic giving – all set; there are several ways for people to do this. 

• Steeple painting – arrangements are being made. 
 

New Business -   

• Backpack program - Dennis will coordinate this for May. 

• Shingle parsonage – this will happen as soon as weather permits.  Where the house and garage join, 

there is some seepage. 

• Houston fundraiser – this effort is halfway done at $4,500 raised.  Pastor Megan will talk to WELCA 

to see if they’d like to contribute.  Brian suggested the kids do spring clean-up.  Brian moved that we 

use matching funds from Thrivent for a fundraiser the kids can do for the Houston trip.  Jeff second-

ed the motion, amending that it have a cap of $1,000 and it passed.   

• James’ last Sunday – May 20 – he will be gifted with a quilt as we thank him. 

• Grove City outdoor warning siren – the city is looking for support for a battery back-up for the warn-

ing system.  Trinity is in favor of this. 

• Youth director/Green Lake coop – Pastor Megan is still working on this issue. 

• Wednesday night services – still in the works. 

• Cleaning Sunday – tentatively set for June 24.  God’s Work, Our Hands is tentatively set for 9-9-18. 
 

Executive Session – no meeting. 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer – Greg adjourned this meeting at 8:31, and we all joined in reciting the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Smith, Secretary 

Next meeting is May 10, 2018 

May Council Assistant:  Gabby Swisher 

**Minutes approved May 10, 2018 at Regular Council Meeting ** 
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Bible camp offers a wonderful opportunity for faith formation. Pick up 

a brochure from church or check out the GLLM website for details! 

Camps are filling up fast! Register soon to attend the camp of your 

choice. ALL Trinity campers will receive scholarship money to attend. 

Please call the church office before registering. (320)857-2001  

Register for Camp online. www.gllm.org 

 

ELCA National Youth Gathering – June 26 – July 2, 2018 
 

Thank you all very much for your continued support of our team 
heading to Houston, TX for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering! 

We ask for your prayers as we travel, learn, share stores, deepen 
faith, and serve. Join us for a sending service during worship on June 
24th, 2018. 

Watch for updates on Trinity’s facebook page during the trip and 
share in the adventure with us! 

 

 
 

2018 Synod Assembly 
June 8-9, 2018 

Redwood Area Community Center (RACC), Redwood falls, MN 

 

The Focus of our Synod Assembly is local and global mission. We are excited to be back in 

Redwood Falls this year and are looking forward to the many exciting changes that come along 

with a new venue. We will be opening our assembly on Friday morning with learning opportu-

nities and a chance for us to do several service projects together as a community. Everyone is 

welcome to be part of the service projects! 

Cast away  
God has cast our confessed sins into the depths of the sea,  

and he’s even put a “No Fishing” sign over the spot.  
—D.L. Moody  

http://www.gllm.org
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Quick reminder to save 

your receipts from Econo-

Foods for the Sunday 

School Fundraising! 

 

An update on the Donate 

Your Dollar's Program.  

Currently we have col-

lected $ 98,646.00 in re-

ceipts.  We are two-thirds 

of  the way to the  

$ 150,000.00 mark.  

Thank you to all who 

have saved 

and turned in 

their receipts.    

Serving this year are    
families with your last 

name begin with A 
through K.   

Thank you to those who 
have stepped up and 

volunteered!!! 

Please contact Gwen 
Chase, if you can help out! 

KLFD June Dairy Month Breakfast  

June 8, 2018 from 6:30 AM - 10:00 AM CDT  

Join KLFD as they salute Meeker County Dairy Farmers! 

Come on out to CoJo Dairy and enjoy a FREE Breakfast! 

There will be lots of displays.  

Meet the Meeker County Dairy Princesses. 

CoJo Dairy (Greg & Nicki Jans’ place) 

51036 310th Street 

Grove City, MN 56243  
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Looking for a 

DVD Copy of  a 
Special Service? 

You can fill out a 
DVD Copy Request Form 

 

 
If  you would like a DVD copy of  a special    

service here at Trinity, please fill out the 
BRIGHT ORANGE FORM with the Date 

&/or Event (is required), Your Name and Con-
tact number. 

 

Forms are available in the church office.   

 
Due to some miss-placed 
monies from the Credit 

and Charge Card       
Purchases. 

 
When turning in a       

receipt, Please fill out the 
BRIGHT PINK FORM with the Date of  

purchase, WHAT is this for or WHY the pur-
chase, Your name and Contact number.  

  
This will help Finance personal get it in/from 

the correct Account.  Thank you for your 
help! 

Forms are available in the  
church office.   

 ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 

Online Giving allows you to go to 

www.trinitygrovecity.org at any time 

to set up an  automatic donation plan, 

change your donation plan, make a 

one-time donation or view your online 

donation history.  To get started, visit 

the Giving page on our website or scan 

this code with your smart 

phone’s QR reader to be 

taken there. 

To give by Text, simply 

text the amount you 

want to donate to 320-

345-3538.  The first time you do it, 

you’ll receive a registration link.  Click 

the link and enter your contact and  

payment information.  After registration 

is complete, you’ll receive a verification 

text as well as a receipt via email.  After 

that, simply send a text with the amount 

you wish to give and it will process   

automatically. 

Hardcopy guides 

to electronic giving 

are on the table 

outside of the 

main office. 

file:///C:/Users/Trinity/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/8SXF28W5/www.trinitygrovecity.org
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